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GENESIS 37:1 – 11

“Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan. These are the generations of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. Now Israel
loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And he made him a robe
of many colors. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated
him and could not speak peacefully to him. Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers
they hated him even more. He said to them, ‘Hear this dream that I have dreamed: Behold, we were binding
sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered around
it and bowed down to my sheaf.’ His brothers said to him, ‘Are you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed
to rule over us?’ So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. Then he dreamed another
dream and told it to his brothers and said, ‘Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon,
and eleven stars were bowing down to me.’ But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father
rebuked him and said to him, ‘What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your
brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?’ And his brothers were jealous of him, but
his father kept the saying in mind.”

GENESIS 39:2 – 6

“The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian
master. His master saw that the Lord was with him and that the LORD caused all that he did to succeed in his
hands. So Joseph found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put
him in charge of all that he had. From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he
had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the Lord was on all that he had,
in house and field. So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern about
anything but the food he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance.”

GENESIS 41:42 – 43

“Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments
of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. And he made him ride in his second chariot. And they called
out before him, ‘Bow the knee!’ Thus he set him over all the land of Egypt.”

GENESIS 42:1 – 3

“When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, ‘Why do you look at one
another?’ And he said, ‘Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us
there, that we may live and not die.’ So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain in Egypt.”

The favorite son . . . the despised brother . . . the slave in a foreign land . . . the pure servant . . . the slandered
prisoner . . . the leader over all the land . . . the restorative brother . . . and the reunited son.

GENESIS 46:28 – 30

“He had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to show the way before him in Goshen, and they came into
the land of Goshen. Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen. He
presented himself to him and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while. Israel said to Joseph, ’Now
let me die, since I have seen your face and know that you are still alive.’”

GENESIS 50:20

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should
be kept alive, as they are today.”

1. IN A WORLD OF SIN AND SUFFERING, YOU ARE NEVER ALONE.

GENESIS 39:2 – 3

“The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian
master. His master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD caused all that he did to succeed in
his hands.”

GENESIS 39:20 – 23

“And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were
confined, and he was there in prison. But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and
gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of
all the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. The keeper of
the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, because the LORD was with him. And
whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.”
God is with you in your highs, and God is with you in your lows.

2. IN A WORLD OF SIN AND SUFFERING, THINGS ARE NEVER OUT OF
CONTROL.

GENESIS 45:4 – 10

“So Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come near to me, please.’ And they came near. And he said, ‘I am your
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because
you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two
years, and there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who
sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the
land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me
lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near
me, you and your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have.”’”

PSALM 105:16 – 17

“When he summoned a famine on the land and broke all supply of bread, he had sent a man ahead of them,
Joseph, who was sold as a slave.”
People make choices; human responsibility for sin cannot be denied.
God is in control; His will in the world cannot be stopped.

3. IN A WORLD OF SIN AND SUFFERING, GOD IS ALWAYS WORKING
FOR OUR GOOD.
ROMANS 8:28

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called
according to his purpose.”
God is never overlooking any of the details in your life.
God is ever-orchestrating all of the details in your life.
God is able to take evil and turn it into good.
God is able to take suffering and turn it into satisfaction.

GENESIS 41:50 – 52

“Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of
On, bore them to him. Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. ‘For,’ he said, ‘God has made me
forget all my hardship and all my father’s house.’ The name of the second he called Ephraim, ‘For God has
made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.’”

4. IN A WORLD OF SIN AND SUFFERING, GOD WILL ULTIMATELY SAVE
US FOR HIS GLORY.

JOSEPH AND JESUS . . .

God sovereignly uses a dreadful sin to save His people.
God sovereignly transforms the actions of sinners into the accomplishment of their salvation.

GENESIS 49:8 – 10

“Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons
shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped down;
he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor
the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the
peoples.”

JUDAH AND JESUS . . .

God takes the Lion of Judah in Genesis and makes him the Lamb who was slain for us.

REVELATION 5:5 – 10

“And one of the elders said to me, ‘Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David,
has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.’ And between the throne and the four living
creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and
with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll
from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full
of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are you to take the
scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every
tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and
they shall reign on the earth.’”

YOU AND JESUS . . .

The One who saves you from sin promises to one day glorify you with Him.

